
Dear Grace Fellowship, 
 
Because the government lockdown regulations do not yet allow us to meet as a church, the 
elders have decided to start a new ministry to temporarily fill the gap left in our spiritual 
lives by the lack of fellowship.  We've called this ministry "Fellowship Groups" or "Zoom 
Groups." 
 
As you probably know, Zoom is an app that can easily be downloaded on your cell phone 
and that creates an internet conference call that allows many people to both listen and talk 
throughout the meeting.  The elders have been using the free version of Zoom for our 
weekly prayer meetings on Fridays, and we have found it easy to use and effective for 
facilitating fellowship in our lockdown situation. 
 
Therefore, since we are missing all of you, the elders have decided to create weekly 
fellowship and discussion groups using Zoom.  There will be 15 or 20 of these groups, each 
led by a man from the congregation.  While admittedly not the same as face-to-face 
fellowship, these groups will allow us to maintain spiritual friendships, to discuss the weekly 
sermons by Joel and/or Steve, and to pray for one another every week. 
 
We have assigned about twenty people (including families and individuals) to each Zoom 
Group.  Unless otherwise arranged by your group leader, the meetings will be on 
Sunday—late morning, afternoons, or evenings.  Your leader will contact you with specific 
information about your meeting time and passwords.  Joel and Steve will create discussion 
questions over their sermons to get the conversation rolling, and both sermons will be 
posted on the church website each week on Saturday so that, if you want to, you can listen 
to both before your Zoom meeting.  The primary goal of these meetings is to encourage 
fellowship and spiritual interaction.  We are envisioning a kind of a sermon-application 
group and Sunday morning tea break combined!  
 
Instructions regarding where to download the Zoom app and how to use it have been 
posted on the church website for your convenience.  Your Zoom leader will be contacting 
you before Sunday, 3 May, with the password and time of your first meeting, so get the app 
downloaded and be ready to go.  Don't worry, Zoom is easy to use—even Uncle Joel figured 
it out in about twenty seconds! 
 
The time limit for free Zoom meetings is 40 minutes.  However, if you wish to extend the 
meeting, the participants simply exit the meeting, and immediately re-enter it, which allows 
another 40 minutes of free conversation.  This literally takes a few seconds, so it is a minimal 
inconvenience.  
 
I believe that many of you are already using a technology of this sort to stay in touch with 
one another.  That's great!  Our hope is that these Fellowship Groups will make the 
enforced distancing of lockdown more tolerable until we can all joyously reunite at Plot 34, 
Vivian Street.  
 
Just so you know, the elders have submitted a request that Grace Fellowship be allowed to 
meet during lockdown Levels 1-3, implementing various rules regarding the number of 



people, the wearing of masks, and so on.  We have no idea whether our request will be 
granted, but we have pursued that avenue.  
 
In the meantime, we hope that you enjoy the fellowship of these groups.  If lockdown 
continues for several months, we'll re-mix the groups from time to time in order to vary the 
people in each group.  But for now, one of the following group leaders will be contacting 
you for your meeting this Sunday: 
 

 
Ian Murray 
Ernst Kohlmeyer 
Dries Visser 
Eugen Olsen 
Steve Colin 
Jaco Mostert 
JD Buys 
Jason Ashley 

Stegman Bakkes 
Gary Benecke 
Neil de Smidt 
Jonathan Halland 
Bob Halland 
Nel Marais 
Victor Muller 
Jaco Leuschner 

Riaan van der Berg 
Shaun Marshall  
Johann Wamsteker  
Jacques Pienaar 
Chris Pinker 
Wim Stapleberg 
Jacques Stander 

 
 
On behalf of the elders, 
 
Joel James 
Grace Fellowship-Pretoria 


